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Spring Ploughing Picture 
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In rural areas of traditional China, the "beginning of spring" was met with a procession featuring an 
ox led by a child. This activity echoed the involvement of clay bovines with the year's first furrow 
the emperor cut in Beijing. Guyana's philatelic embrace of the Chinese Lunar New Year included 
this souvenir sheet with Mickey Mouse in the New Year parade. (collection E.C. Krupp) 

incorporate foreign ideas that improved Jesuits to make predictions for an upcoming solar 
calendrical calculations. The last calendar reform eclipse on 21 June 1629. The Jesuits had the best 
came in 1645 during the Qing dynasty and was prediction, and when Xu was made director of the 
implemented by Jesuit missionaries. In 1582, the Bureau, he appointed the Italian Terrentius and 
first Jesuit missionary, Matteo Ricci, came to another Jesuit as members. Terrentius had been 
China. At that time, the Chinese calendar was no a member of the Cesi Academy with Galileo, and 
longer accurate. Positions in the Bureau of he wrote to him repeatedly for help. The Pope, 
Astronomy had become hereditary, and the however, had forbidden Galileo to promote his 
astronomers no longer understood the principles views. Even though Terrentius promised that he 
behind the old calendar. When they made an error would keep any assistance secret, Galileo was not 
of more than half an hour in computing a solar very eager to help the Jesuits. Finally, in 1623, 
eclipse on 15 December 1610. it caused serious Terrentius wrote to Kepler. It took more than four 
embarrassment. Finally, in 1629 Xu Guang Qi, an years before Kepler received the letter! This was 
official who was a Christian convert, was asked to in the middle of the Thirty Years War, but even 
revise the calendar, and he asked the Chinese though Kepler was a Protestant, he did not 
and Muslim astronomers in the Bureau and the hesitate to help the Jesuits. As a thank you, the 
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Jesuits sent him some data about old Chinese while Yang and Wu were arrested. Jesuits 
eclipse observations. remained as directors of the Bureau until 1746 

In 1644, the German Adam Schall went to the and it was run by other Westerners until 1826. 
new Qing rulers and presented his calculations for 
an upcoming solar eclipse. Again the Jesuits' 
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New Books 

Recently published books on astronomy and related subjects are announced from time to time in 
the Griffith Observer, and some of these are sometimes offered for sale at Griffith Observatory. 
Please see individual descriptions of books for those that may be ordered from Griffith 
Observatory. For others, please contact the publisher directly or your local bookstore. 

Between the Lines, by Anthony F. Aveni (University of Texas Press, Austin Texas 78713-7819, $39.95 
hardcover) 

Dr. Anthony F. Aveni has pioneered the study of astronomical alignments in ancient monuments with 
fieldwork throughout Mesoamerica, in Italy, in Israel, and in Peru. He has published many research papers 
and articles for the general reader along with numerous books. His surveys and analyses of the Nasca lines 
and giant ground drawings on the desert pavement of southern coastal Peru were first comprehensively 


